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ALCHEMY, MAGIC AND MIRACLES 
IN THE NAPOLITAN MEDICAL CULTURE 

IN THE ARAGONISE AGE (1442-1502) 

When af te r severa l decades of s t ruggles a n d confl ic ts , Alfonse of Aragena 
conquered in 1442 the k i n g d o m of Neaples , it s e e m e d t h a t a n e w age of peace 
a n d p rosper i ty wou ld appear for S o u t h e r n I ta ly . 

Alfonse t h e M a g n a n i m o u s a n d F e r r a n t e opened the i r sp lendid Cour t t o paint
e r s , a r ch i t e c t s , deco ra to r s , go ld smi th s , d roper s , cab ine t m a k e r s m i n i a t u r i s t s , 
t oge the r w i t h poe ts , m i n s t r e l s , phys ic ians , a s t ro logers , f rom every co rne r of t h e 
Reign, b u t a l so f rom different t o w n s of I ta ly a n d o t h e r coun t r i e s of Eu rope . 

There fo re Cu l tu re r e a c h e d a p a r t i c u l a r deve lopment , w i t h p rogress in a r t s , 
phi losophy a n d sc iences . 

The s tudy-cen te r of Neaples a n d Sa le rne , w h i c h h a d en joyed i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
p res t ige d u r i n g the swab ian Reign a n d the ear ly Angevin age h a d b e c o m e 
decaden t d u r i n g the d a r k per iod of W a r of Secess ion. 

In the N o r t h e r n Univers i t ies , s u c h as Bologna, F e r r a r a a n d Padua , t he m o s t 
br i l lant m i n d s found s t i m u l u s a n d gra t i f i ca t ion for a m o r e qual if ied profess ional 
act ivi ty . 

Wi th t h e f leur ish ing Aragonese life, Univers i ty ha l l s filled up w i t h s t u d e n t 
a n d t eache r s revived a n e w d e b a t e conce rn ing t h e g rea t t h e m e s of t h e c u r r e n t 
scientif ic life ; so it w a s es tab l i shed to exchange knowledge o t h e r Cen te r s , 
pa r t i cu la r ly w i t h P a d u a , l ead ing t h e v a n g u a r d , in t h e las t decades , of t h e 1400 s. 
a n d beginning of 1500 s. of t h e n e w school of r a t iona l i sed Ar i s to t e l i sm wh ich , 
on t h e one h a n d , opposed to S c o t i s m of m i d d l e age savours , a n d on t h e o the r to the 
m a r k y t endenc ies of Neop la t en i sm. 

I n the w a k e of a cr i t ica l rev iew of Ar is to te le ' s w o r k s , a n d a re - reading of 
Aver ro i sm, s tud ies of Medic ine w e r e l a u n c h e d aga in , w i t h a « log ic» under 
s t and ing of p rob lems of n a t u r e , effectively suppor t ed by P a d u a ' s S tudy-Center , 
w h e r e s o u t h e r n t e ache r s u s e d to t e ach such as F ranc i s S e c u r e f rom Sa len te , 
a n d the su rgeon Agost ino Nife f rom Suessa . 

The l a t t e r keen c o m m e n t a t o r of Aris tote l a n d Averroe , p rofessor of phi losophy 
in the P a d u a Study-Center , w h e r e h e m a d e a c q u a i n t a n c e w i t h Pico della M i r a n d e l a 
a n d Pe t e r Pomponazzi , m o v e d to Naples in the y e a r 1499. 

At t h a t t i m e m o r e t h a n 300 professors l ived in t h e cap i ta l t e ach ing m o s t l y 
theology a n d knowledge of s c r ip tu res , m a n y of t h e m phi losophy, o t h e r s m e d i c a l 
sc iences , m a n y civil law, s o m e as t ro logy, g e o m e t r y a n d o t h e r s m a t h e m a t i c a l 
sc iences , a g rea t pa r t of t h e m rhe to r i c , poet ic a r t a n d g r a m m a r . 

Tha t ' s w h a t Angelo Catone , su rgeon a n d as t ro loger f rom B e n e v e n t u m w r o t e in 
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t h e preface t o Liber cibalis et medicinalis pandectarwn by M a t t e o S i lvá t ico , 
p r i n t e d in Neaples in 1474. 

As a m a t t e r of fact , theological d i spu tes con t i nued to m o v e t h e ecc les ias t ic 
c i rc les w i t h t h e i nces san t exchange of w i t t y r e m a r k e b e t w e e n t h e S. Lorenzo 
M o n a s t e r y F r a n c i s c a n f r iars , bel ieved b y Boccaccio a n d P e t r a r c a a n d t h e S. Lorenzo 
D o m e n i c a n m o n k s , t h e las t ones wel l f a m o u s in t h e pas t , w h e n S. T h o m a s Aquinos , 
t h e Angelic doc to r h a d l ived a n d t augh t . 

F a m o u s p r e a c h e r s such as t h e Bishop R o b e r t o Caracciolo a n d t h e f r iar An thony 
f rom Bi ton to Minor Obse rvan t s , w o u l d exal t c r o w d s w i t h t h e i r m e s s a g e of 
Chu rch ' s revival , m u c h in t h e s a m e w a y as in o t h e r p a r t s of I t a ly B e r n a r d i n e 
f rom Siena, J o h n f rom Cap i s t r ano a n d G e r o l a m o Savona ro l a did. 

We m u s t a lso inc lude t h e d o m i n i c a n B a r t o l o m e o Sibilla, t e a c h e r of theology 
a n d also as t ro loger , t he a u t h o r of a cu r ious S p e c u l u m p e r e g r i n a r u m ques t ion in 
wh ich h e a rgued a b o u t t h e soul , angels , d o e m o n s , a t t e m p t i n g a nea r ly psychana-
lytic i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of d r e a m s . 

The d e b a t e on rhe to r i c a n d poet ic a r t w a s kept alive in severa l p r iva te schools , 
t h a n k s to ludi litteratii professores s u c h as G iun i ano Maio, t h e musef i lo , Aurel i 
B iena to , F ranc i s Pucc i f rom F lorence , a d m i n i s t r a t o r of t h e Royal L ib ra ry (which 
by t h e way w a s p a w n e d by F e r r a n t e t o t h e o t h e r financial difficulties d u r i n g 
t h e O t r a n t o w a r ) a n d in l a t e r yea r s , Lucio , Giovanni Scoppa. B u t t he m o s t 
i m p o r t a n t cen te r , a cco rd ing to t h e h ab i t s a t t h a t t i m e w a s t h e Cour t . Around t h e 
Sovere igns g a t h e r e d f a m o u s poe ts , su rgeons , n e w phi losophers , b o u n d to H u m a n i s t i c 
cu l tu re . 

We quote a m o n g t h e m , t h e P a n o r m i t a , t e n d e r l a t in poet, J o h n P o n t a n o a 
h u m a n i s t a n d ref ined w r i t e r , t h e k ing ' s Chancel ler , a n i m a t o r of t h e A c a d e m y cal led 
P o n t a n i a n af ter h i m ; An thony de F e r r a r i s cal led t h e Gala teo , chief su rgeon of t h e 
C o u r t ; J acopo Sannazza ro , w h o , w i t h Arcad ia , s t a r t e d a n e w a n d successful l i t e ra ry 
mode l , t h e Car i teo ; E r m o l a o B á r b a r o w h o t r a n s l a t e d the P a r a p h r a s e of Temis t io , 
t h e a d m i n i s t r a t o r of Pl inio 's w o r k s , in Neaples f r o m 1474 to 1476. 

And m a n y o t h e r such as C r i s o s t o m o Colonna p r inces ' t u to r , Lorenz B o n i n c e n t r o 
f rom Florence w h o ded i ca t ed t o F e r r a n t e his Rerum naturalium et divinarum libri, 
t h e j u r i s t An thony d 'Alessandro , G i ro l amo Carbone, Gabr ie l le Att i l io a skilful poet , 
a n d subsequen t ly b i shop of Po l i cas t ro . 

J o h n Phil ip f rom L ignan ime , t h e k ing ' s b iographer , t h e abovemen t ioned Angel 
C a t a n e su rgeon a n d a s t ro loge r w h o p ro found inves t iga t ions on t h e come t , w h o 
w a s in F r a n c e a t Louis t h e XI ' s cou r t a n d fol lowed Char les t h e V I I I to I ta ly , 
J o h n Marco f rom P a r m a cal led t h e cynic , t h e Greeks George f rom Treb i sonda w h o 
t r a n s l a t e d a n d c o m m e n t e d Plolomeo's Almagesto, a n d Michael Maru l lo , exquis i t 
s inger of n a t u r e . 

Thus , th i s w a s a n e n v i r o n m e n t very r i ch in m o v e m e n t a n d sugges t ions of g rea t 
in te l lec tua l va lue . 

As far as Medic ine is c o n c e r n e d m a n y different schools a rose in th i s 
c l ima te . One of t h e t endenc ie s w h i c h w e m i g h t def ine « p r a c t i c a l » w e n t back 
to Hippocra te s a n d Galen w i t h o u t neg lec t ing t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n of expe r imen t a n d 
d i rec t inves t iga t ion of n a t u r a l p h e n o m e n a ; it w a s r e p r e s e n t e d by Gala teo , by 
Tucc io de Sca lzen ibus f r o m M a t e r a , a f o r m e d su rgeon of Bis ignano ' s P r i n c e a n d 
a f t e r w a r d s a t F e r r a n t e ' s c o u r t : a n d a l so by Marce l C u m a n o m i l i t a r y su rgeon 
w h o descr ibed, a long w i t h a s u r g e r y t r ea t i s e w r i t t e n by P e t e r f rom Argela ta , t h e 
f irs t f i re-arms w o u n d s observed d u r i n g t h e Fornovo b a t t l e a n d t h e very f irs t 
symptoms of syphilis, w h i c h in t h a t pe r iod w a s rag ing a m o n g t h e F r e n c h Army . 

The Ga la to w a s a very skilful su rgeon i n t e r e s t in m i n e r a l w a t e r s a n d w i t h 
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so cal led Pozzuoli b a t h s , re-evaluat ing a m e d i c a l t r e a t m e n t w h i c h in t h a t pe r iod 
b e g a n to acqu i re a scientif ic founda t ion w r o t e a sma l l t r e a t i s e on gout . The s a m e 
w i t h the Design Japigiae, Desitu elementorum, a n d Demari et aquis et fluviorum 
origine gave p rope r examples of a geography b a s e d on t h e exac t ana lys i s , k n o w l e d g e 
a n d desc r ip t ion of p laces a n d phys ica l e n v i r o n m e n t ( above al l o n e m u s t quo te t h e 
a t t e m p t to explain the « m i r a g e s » f ree of al l i r r a t i ona l a n d m e t a p h y s i c a l explana
t ion) . 

T h e o t h e r opposi te t endency w a s t h e one of t h e ph i losophers , s u m m a r i z i n g t h e 
w o r k s of Ar is to te le , Aver roe a n d Avicenna a n d M a r c a n t o n i o Z i m a r a , m e m b e r of 
i m p o r t a n c e a t t h e beginning of t h e n e w cen tu ry , p ro fes so r in S a l e r n o a n d l a t e r 
r e a d e r of m e t a p h y s i c s in t h e S tudy-Cente r of S. Lorenzo in Naples . Z i mara , ca l led 
t h e O t r a n t i n e f rom his p lace of b i r th , g r a d u a t e d in Medic ine a t P a d u a Univers i ty , 
a n d i n t h a t c i ty h e t a u g h t n a t u r a l phi losophy. 

H e w a s Pampenazzy ' s pupil , a n d h e rece ived k n o w l e d g e of n a t u r a l mag ic , 
w h i c h h e t r a n s f e r r e d in t h e p o s t h u m o u s a n d p e r h a p s apocryfa l Antrum magico-
medicum. Magic u n d e r any f o r m wil l f ind in the 1400 s ; in Naples ,a long w i t h a s t ro 
logy a frui tful g round of appl ica t ion. 

Dur ing the en t i r e Midd le Ages, Toledo a n d Nap les w e r e t h e m o s t f avorab le 
ci t ies for m a g i c i a n exper ience . 

A s t r a n g e legend a b o u t Virgilio, poet a n d m a g i c i a n f lour ished in Naples 
t o w a r d s t h e e n d of t h e Middle Ages. 

Observing a misce l l any f rom t h e XIV-XV cen tu ry , t he History of Partenope, 
w r i t t e n in a p a r t i c u l a r s o u t h e r n v e r n a c u l a r , Virgil io w a s descr ibed a s the keeper 
p ro t ec to r of t h e ci ty w i t h his « m a g i c e s a r t e s ». 

The h igh « of f icer» w a s pe r fo rmed by a ser ies of exper iences a n d in s t i t u t i on 
t h e fly m a d e of b ronze to w a r d off insec t s , t h e golden leech to pu rge w a t e r s , t h e 
copper c i cada t o s h u t o u t t roub le s o m e noises , t h e s t a t u e of a n ange l w i t h a 
copper t r o m p e t to t u r n a w a y opposi t ing w i n d s , t h e « s e a l » , t h e o t h e r s t a t u e 
w h i c h neu t r a l i zed snakes poison, t h e N e l a n a Ga te m a r b l e f igures w h i c h possessed 
p rophe t i c abil i ty, t he poet -magic ian bones w h i c h t a k e n f rom grave , gave r i se t o 
t r e m e n d o u s s t o r m s , t h e « a r m s no to r i a » book , e n s h r i n e d in t h e dep th of his t o m b . 

Moreover , t h e big g a r d e n to g r o w m e d i c a l he rbs , t h e p rod ig ious w a t e r s a n d 
t h e Bah ia a n d Pozzuoli b a t h s w h i c h hea led m a n y d iseases , t h e Old M a r k e t 
s l augh t e r h o u s e capable of p re se rv ing m e a t for long pe r iods of t i m e . 

B u t t he m o s t significant p a r t of t h e legend w a s t h e consec ra t ion of t h e egg 
( the m a g i c s a c r e d egg, « t h e ph i losophers e g g » of m i d d l e ages t r ad i t i on ) a n d i ts 
p rese rva t ion , image of t h e ci ty in a n a r r o w - n e c k e d b o t t l e ( the vas h e r m e t i c u m ) 
a n d th is one in an i ron cage, a n d f u r t h e r m o r e t h e s a m e one in t h e very p ro t ec t 
Sea-Castle, t h e m y s t i c fo r t ress aga ins t w i t chc ra f t . 

We a r e n o w in t h e m i d s t of c e r e m o n i a l pag ic w i t h al l i t s p rac t i ca l a n d symbol 
i ng red ien t s . 

Bes ides tha t , in t he S o u t h of I t a ly s o m e of t h e ind i scussed p laces of demono-
logical m a g i c w e r e t h e r e located , s u c h as t h e Beneven to w a l n u t , w h e r e magi
c ians a n d w i t c h e s convened a n d t h e wel l -known Norcia-cave, w h e r e m a g i c i a n s m e t 
t o exchange exper ience a n d l ea rn ing of a r t , « conven tus s t r i g a r u m », a n d « discipu-
l a t u m a r t i u m m a g i c a r u m » , as r e l a t e d by Silvio P iccolomini , appoin ted Pope 
as Pio X I I f rom 1458 to 1464, in a l e t t e r t o h i s b r o t h e r . The w i d e sp read disbelief 
r e g a r d i n g t h e s e p rac t i ces of m a g i c w a s ev iden t in P icco lomin i ' s l e t t e r a long w i t h 
t h e refusal of daemono logy a n d imag ina t i on by h u m a n i s t s a n d l ea rned people ; 
scep t ic i sm a n d i rony w e r e t o be found in t h e descr ip t ion of the Gae t a w i t c h in t h e 
d ia logue Antonius by J o h n P o n t a n o ; a d o m e s t i c so rce re s : h u m b l y dressed , w h o s e 
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p e r f o r m a n c e s w e r e conf ined to t h e m o s t c o m m o n p rophe t i c p rac t i c a n d to the lew 
ce remon ia l m a g i c . 

T h e pon ton ian quo ta t ion t a k e s u s back to the e d u c a t e d a n d ref ined c l i m a t e 
of Aragonese Naples , to the deba tes on m a g i c in scient if ic c ircles , a n d also on 
as t ro logy a n d a l c h e m i c a r t s . 

I n Naples t h e cu l tu ra l t r a d i t i o n of S. Thomas Aquinos w a s st i l l al ive w i t h 
r e g a r d s to t h e ph i losopher ' s s t one a n d t h e t r a n s m u t a t i o n of m e t a l s , a n d t h e 
m e m o r y of R a i m o n d o Lullo pe rhaps t h e g rea t e s t a l ch imi s t t h a t over lived, w h o 
devoted t h e treatise of Quinla essenza t o k ing Rober t . 

In Naples , as opposed to R o m e a n d Venice, a l c h e m y w a s n o t forb idden by 
sovere igns , bu t w e do no t f ind any val id r ep re sen t a t i ve s owing to in t h e r a t h e r 
sept ica l c l ima te of t h e cou r t . 

T h e r e developed, on the c o n t r a r y , w i t h Pon t ano ' s w o r k s , a deba te on n a t u r a l 
m a g i c a n d as t ro logy ; a d i scuss ion w h i c h involved t h i n k e r s , ph i losophers , theo
logians, a r t i s t s a n d sc ien t i s t s of all E u r o p e s u c h as E r a s m o of R o t t e r d a m , 
L e o n a r d o da Vinci , Giovanni del la Mirandola , up to t h e co n t r ad i c t o ry bu t par t i 
cu la r ly incisive w o r k of H e n r y Cornel io Agrippa f rom N e t t e s h e i m ou t l in ing a c l ea r 
d i s t inc t ion b e t w e e n t h e r a t i ona l e l e m e n t appear ing in t hese discipl ines b o u n d 
to observa t ion a n d a r g u m e n t , a n d on t h e o t h e r h a n d , t h e i r r a t i ona l mys t i c a n d 
eso te r ic e l emen t . 

The i m p o r t a n t deba te w h i c h a rose a t t h e e n d of t h e X V t h c e n t u r y on the 
m e a n i n g a n d va lue of as t ro logy p ledged people such as Gian F r a n c e s c o Pico, t h e 
g rea t h u m a n i s t ' s nephew, keen fol lower of t h e an t ias t ro log ica l ideas professed by 
Savonaro la , a n d t h e profess ional as t ro loger Lucio Bel lant i , w h o c l a i m e d t h e 
scient if ic founda t ion of s t a r s gazing. 

The deba te w a s a l r eady d o c u m e n t e d in w r i t t e n w o r k s of t h e Midd le Ages w h i c h 
d i s t ingu i shed « p a r t i m n a t u r a l i s , p a r t i m supe r s t i t i o sa » of mag ic , sepa ra t ing as t ro
logy f rom a s t r o n o m y , a p a r t i c u l a r h a r s h qua r re l in Ruggie ro B a c o n e opinions . 
H o w e v e r in t h e neapo l i t an h u m a n i s t i c e n v i r o n m e n t th i s q u a r r e l w a s n o t too b i t t e r . 
P o n t a n o t r i ed to find a point of m o d e r a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e fanciful e l e m e n t a n d t h e 
r a t i ona l one w h i c h w a s c o m m o n prac t i ce a m o n g m a n y t h i n k e r s of h i s age . I n 
the w o r k De F o r t u n a : « big is t h e s t r e igh t of s t a r s , f r o m t h e m c o m e seasons , 
f ru i t s of th ings ; life a n d d e a t h of living beings ». 

I n t h e Aegidius : «i t is use less to a rgue a b o u t t h e inf luence of s t a r s ». On t h e 
edge of th is doubt , a n d u n e a s e , in t h e m i d d l e of a wil l t o believe in t h e s igns 
or a m o r e co r r ec t i n t e rp re t a t ion , r i ses t h e need to aff i rm t h a t every p r e m o n i t i o n 
is va in : so began t h e p rofound ana lys i s of De Rerum Celestibus. I n a less l i t e r a ry 
a m b i t is t o be p laced Cr i s t i ano B a l v a n o ' s w o r k , w h o w a s t o coun t Po l i cas t ro 
Antonel lo de Pe t ruc i i s son 's , t h e k ing ' s Sec re ta ry , involved in 1484 in t h e b a r o n s ' 
plot . 

The a u t h o r of « As t ro logy» w a n t e d t o sp read t h e p rac t i ce of as t ro logy a n d 
a s t r o n o m y over m o r e vas t l imi t s bes ides t h e in i t i a ted , th is w a y con t inu ing a 
t r ad i t i on da t i ng back to Alano to Ma te r a , ac t ive a t t h e e n d of X H I t h c e n t u r y in 
h is t own , a n d l a t e r p rofessor in t h e S tudy-Cen te r of Naples a n d Pa r i s . 

Also a t t h e Sorbonne , in t h e f i rs t half of '500 t h e r e t a u g h t a n a s t r o n o m e r a n d 
as t ro loger f rom Potenza , n a m e d Marce l lo Sa ia Noia who , w i t h Ragionamenti sopra 
la Celesta Sfera (Argume t s a b o u t t h e celes t ia l sphere) p u t h imsel f in th i s field 
of s tud ies , a long w i t h o t h e r m o r e f a m o u s t h i n k e r s a n d s o u t h e r n sc ien t i s t s such as 
Telesio, G io rdano B r u n o , Campane l lo , J o h n B a t t i s t a del la Po r t a . I n th i s con tex t 
of f r iends « o roscopa » a n d « j ud i c i a » w e r e successful , by w h i c h one cou ld reck on 
w i t h m a t h e m a t i c a l exac tnes s t h e s t a r s in f luences on m e n ' l ives. U n d e r t h e s e 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s jud ic i a l as t rology, or ig ina ted , r i s ing t o scientif ic s ignif icance a n d 
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va lue of which , in the beg inn ing of t h e X V I t h cen tu ry , a u t h o r i t a t i v e r ep re sen ta t ives 
wil l be L u c a Gaur ico f rom Sa le rno , skilful m a t h e m a t i c i a n , Copernico 's t e a c h e r 
f rom t h e S tudy-Cente r in P a d u a , a n d M a t t e o Tafur i su rgeon f r o m Sa len to , cal led 
t h e m a g i c i a n f rom Soleto . 

This w a s af ter all, t h e l as t a t t e m p t t o pu t t h e s t a r s a n d t h e u n d e r g r o u n d of 
n a t u r e forces , t h e occul t wor ld , to t h e serv ice of m a n . 

Sapiens dominabitur astris w a s t h e cross-shaped ep igraph a symbol of t h e 
t i m e s adop ted by Lodovico il Moro , p r ince of Milano, as a w a r n i n g for h imsel f 

a n d a lesson for o t h e r s . 

The w i se m a n , t he mag ic i an , t h e ind iv idua l s u m m a r i z i n g the capac i ty of percep t 
a n d syn thes i s facul ty of inves t iga t ion a n d domin ion of p lan ty w a s t h e typical 
c h a r a c t e r of t h e Rena i s sance . 

T h e n h i s to r i ca l even t s , social a n d pol i t ical cond i t ions , c u l t u r a l gu ide l ines , 
t he re len t less p a r t y of sc ience t o w a r d s inves t iga t ion a n d technology, have exploi ted 
f rom the baggage of h u m a n exper ience such a rea l i ty , conf ining it by d i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
a n d by oppress ion , to m a r g i n a l a r e a s , l ike popula r c u l t u r e a n d a l lo t ing i t def ined 
l imi ts , l ike re l igion. 

I n fac t re l ig ion in t h e Re igns of Naples a n d in Calabr ia w a s p a r t i c u l a r l y 
t o r m e n t e d by d i s a g r e e m e n t s a n d by n a t u r a l ca l ami ty a n d l ived all t h e s a m e per iod 
of p a r t i c u l a r e levat ion t h a n k s to the t h a u m a t u r g i c a l w o r k , c a r r i e d ou t by S. F r a n c i s 
f rom Paola. His a i m w a s t o help poor people, t h e oppressed, w i t h c o m p e n s a t i o n s 
m e c h a n i s m s such as u s e of powder , m e d i c a l he rbs , p a r t i c u l a r i n s t r u m e n t s , l ike 
those u s e d in mag ic . 

The f a m e of th i s coun t l e s s m i r ac l e s , b l ind people w h o ob ta ined sight , open 
sore w h i c h hea led , t h e cr ippled w h o s t a r t e d t o w a l k again, sp read ou t over t h e 
fu r thes t p a r t s of t h e Reign a n d r e a c h e d t h e K i n d of F r a n c e . 

Louis t h e X l t h , hopeless ly sick in t h e Pless is Cas t le , a s k e d for h i m t h r o u g h 
F e r r a n t e of Aragona . 

F r anc i s unwil l ingly left, a c c o m p a n i e d by a n h o n o u r gua rd , a n d w i t h t h e fine 
neapo l i t an poet n a m e F r a n c i s Galeota t o fulfill h i s mi s s ion of fa i th a n d off t h e 
F r e n c h Cour t . 

The k ind did n o t r ecover ! 
B u t t h e p r e jud i ced c o u r t i e r s w e r e s t r u c k a n d exci ted by t h e behav iour of 

t h a t m i l d f r i a r f rom Ca lab r i a ! 

The h i s t o r i a n C o m m y n e s so w r o t e abou t h i m : « n e pense j a m a i s avoi r v u 
h o m m e v ivan t de si s i an t e vie », a n d a l so : « sembloi t qu ' i l fust insp i re de Dieu de 
choses qu'il d isoi t e t r e m o r e s t r o i t » , a l t h o u g h h e w a s i l l i t e ra te a n d w i t h o u t f o r m a l 
s tud ies . 

H e neve r c a m e back h o m e ! 

I t is sa id t h a t h e h a d been one of t he o rgan ize r s a n d ins t iga to r s in the enter
pr i se u n d e r t a k e n by Char les t h e V H I t h aga ins t « h i s re ign of Naples ». B u t they 
a r e u n r o u n d e d r u m o u r s n o t con f i rmed by a n y ev idence . P e r h a p s h e w a s b e t r a y e d 
h i s na ive te a n d good fai th, t h a t p u s h e d h i m express p rophe t i ca l suspices , poet ical ly 
h a z a r d o u s , on the un ive r sa l des t iny of t h e F r e n c h Mona rchy , on h e r peaceful a n d 
r e f o r m i n g miss ion , in t h e perspec t ive of a n e w b ig c r u i s a d e aga ins t t h e T u r k s . 
Which i n f l a m m e d t h e souls of the young k ing a n d h is cour t of des i rous k n i g h t s . 

I end th i s descr ip t ion po in t ing ou t t h a t it w a s ou t of necess i ty a very sho r t a n d 
concise ana lys i s of a p a r t i c u l a r a spec t of neapo l i t an in te l l ec tua l life a n epoch in t h e 
Midd le Ages l ike r agone one , full of l ights a n d s h a d o w t h a t shal l be r e m e m b e r e d 
for a long t i m e l ike happy t ime . 
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I t w a s in fact a p a r t i c u l a r a spec t of scientif ic c u l t u r e in a p a r t i c u l a r m o m e n t . 
I n d e e d be tween t h e las t half of X V I t h t h e r e o c c u r r e d a ne t sepa ra t ion 

b e t w e e n ce r emon ia l m a g i c a n d n a t u r a l m a g i c , b e t w e e n specula t ive as t ro logy a n d 
p rophe t i c as t ro logy, b e t w e e n c he mi ca l a l c h e m y a n d mys t i ca l a l chemy, dividing 
t h e subs t anc i a l of sc ience w h i c h h a d b e e n t h e pecul ia r i ty fo t h e prev ious ages . 
I n t h e m i d s t of th i s f o r m e n t e d c u l t u r a l e r a t h e n e w sc ience w h i c h set t h e develop
m e n t of t he m o d e r n wor ld , in mo t ion , w a s bo rn . 

REMARKS 

1. For the quoted news and, for further informations see M. FUIANO Teaching and 
culture in Naples during Renaissance. Napoli/ 19/3, and from the same author — 
Teachers of Medicine and Philosophy in the '400 ; Napoli 19/3. 

2. Besides the works of general character, first of all the ones E. GARIN see, the funda
mental work from an historical point of view. E. PONTIERI. — Ferrante from 
Aragona the king of Naples, Napoli 1969. 

3. The Galeato was object, of high-level studies, both in the past century and in recent 
times (very important are the proceedings of Galateane Days. 1969 — Studies on 
Anthony De Ferraris Galeato. Galatone 19/0 wich investigated all the aspects oh his 
life and works. There are many ancient and modern issues and translations of there 
works, but no critical editions, with the exception the one of Epistole by A. Altamura, 
Lecce 1959, badly printed. 

4. A. ANTONACI. — Researches on the aristotelism during Renaissance- Marcanto Zimara, 
I — Lecce 19/1, II Bari 19/8. 

5. M. ANDRIANI. — Magic Italy. Magic in Italian tradition Roma 19/0. 
6. Virgilio's legend was cleverly illustrated in D. Comparetti, Virgilio in the middle-Ages 

Leghorn 18/2, with several later issues, also recent ones. The Cronica, to be found in 
the Comparetti appendix, was published in the Cronache de la cinclita cita de Napole 
by B. Capasso, Napoli 1502. 

7. F, S. PICCOLIMINI. — Epistolae, London - Leghorn 19/9, I, 46. 
8. G. PONTANO. — Opera Omnia, Florence 1514, III Antonius, pag. 63. 
9. The epistolae dedicated to king Robert will be found in the Colonia — issue (by John 

Rickmann, 1567) of Trattato. 
10. PONTANO. Opera omnia, quotation II, De Fortuna, pag. 128 ; III Argidius, pag. 182. 

11. The work - Title is Astrology, seu opuscolus de totius orbis divisione, sphaera, de plane
tarium theoria, de distantiis orhium a centro terrae, Napoli (by Enrico Aldyng). 14/7 : 
two copies of the precious decument law in National Library of Naples. Another one 
in that of Paris. 

12- V a s t is t h e n u m b e r o f r e f e r e n c e s c o n c e r n i n g S. F r a n c i s f r o m P a o l a ; g o i n g f r o m the s i m p l e 
agiography to the highly qualified historical studies : of particular importance with 
the aim of our study, the miracles, is the checking of original codes for canonizzation 
of S. Francis from Paola — Roma 1964. 
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